Mr. D avis on th Chinese Tear.
that they have in former times adopted the very errors of European astronomy. T he writer of this discovered, in an old Chinese book, the most exact delineation of the Ptolemaic system, with its crystalline orbs, primum mobile, &c. &c. and the earth occupying a conspicuous place in the centre of all. Indeed it is impossible not to smile at the idea of attri buting any science to a people whose learned books are filled with such trumpery as the diagrams of Fo-hi, and a hundred other puerilities of the same kind.
There cannot be a doubt that the instruments mentioned by Du H alde, as having been found by the missionaries on their first entrance into the country, were constructed by the Arabians. His observation, that " the uses of these instru ments were written in Chinese characters, with the names of the constellations, which are 28 in n u m b er/' proves nothing to the contrary. The guns which were cast for the Chinese by Europeans, were always inscribed with Chinese characters ; and the ungrateful vanity of that people has invariably led them, when they have borrowed any thing from foreigners, to conceal the debt as much as possible. In proof of this, the writer is able to state the following fa c t: when Mr. Pearson made them his invaluable present of the vaccine inoculation, it was accompanied by a small pamphlet in Chi nese, containing a few necessary directions as to the use of the virus, and stating the discovery to have been English. An expurgataedition of this little book was very soon after published, in which not one word was retained as to its origin, nor any trace by which it could be known that the discovery of vaccination was otherwise than Chinese.
In the accompanying view [PI. XIII.] of the Chinese year, are marked down, in the outer circle of all, the signs of our European zodiac, for the sake of comparison ; and in the second circle is described their zodiac, or the twenty-eight constellations, with the same number of degrees affixed to each, as are given to them in the Chinese books, ma king 360 in all. It will be observed that they are extremely unequal, the largest, tsing, consisting of 30 degrees, and " their (solar) year is composed of 365 days and somewhat less than 6 hours, and from an epocha regulated by the winter solstice, which was the fixed point of their observations, as the 1st degree of Aries is of ours, reckoning from a hundred to a hundred degrees, they calculated the motions of the pla nets, and adjusted all things by equation tables : some sup posed that they received them from the Arabians, who entered with the T artars into China." He afterwards acknow ledges, that " though the Chinese have distinguished the course of the sun into 365 days and 15 minutes, of which we compose one year, they regard more the lunations, than the course of the sun." The Chinese year, properly considered as such, is in fact a lunar year, consisting of twelve months of twentynine and thirty days alternately, with the triennial intercala tion of a thirteenth month, to make it correspond more nearly with the sun's course.* It has not been discovered (with any degree of certainty), why they fix upon the 15th degree of Aquarius as a rule for regulating the commencement of their lunar year : but they have an annual festival about the recurrence of this period JL which bears a consider able resemblance to the deification of the bull Apis ; and this resemblance is increased by the connection of both cere monies with the labours of agriculture, and with the hopes of an abundant season.-f This coincidence may serve to fortify the opinions of those who are fond of tracing the Chinese to the Egyptians ; although the possibility of such a derivation has been ably disproved by M. de Pauw. * I call this intercalation triennial, because that is the nearest approximation; but in fact it is seven times in nineteen years.
f For a detail of the Chinese ceremony, vide Morrison's view of China, p. 109.
